Ministry of Higher Education and scientific research
AF Alamain instate for higher studies
Political systems dept.

The political culture and democratic transformation

in Iraq

(field study at Karbala university)

A thesis submitted by

Zahraa Abdul Ameer Ahmed Alkfaji

To council of Al-Almain Institute for higher studies as a
partial requirement for the fulfillments of master degree in

political sciences— political system

Supervised by

Assit Prof.

Dr. Nassr Mohammed Ali




Abstract

The establishment of the structures of democratic transformation and its
institutions will not be able to grow and flourish without the structure of a
political culture that accommodates it and adapts to the new changes,
and sometimes crises, generated by the process of transition towards
democracy. Therefore, political culture is a necessary condition of the
democratic transition and achievement, if not the most important at all.

If the problem of the relationship between political culture and
democratic transformation is present in all political systems of all types
and forms of development, they are especially important in countries that
have experienced sudden changes in the different entrances to change,
such as revolutions and military invasion. The challenge facing these
countries As part of its quest to move towards democracy is how to get
rid of the political culture inherited from the old regimes based on
submission and tyranny and the establishment of a new political culture
that frame the relationship between the citizen and power and promote
democratic construction and consistency.

In Irag, which launched the democratic transition process following the
US invasion in 2003 after decades of tyranny, the legacy of the old
political culture, which is a combination of a culture of submission and

traditional culture, remains a barrier to transition. Not only that,

Democratic (constitution — elections — parties ... etc) worked to devote

the old political culture instead of working to get rid of the residues of
that culture.

This reality, which is experienced by the Iraqgi youth in general and the
university in Karbala governorate in particular, has led to the
destabilization of their values, due to the influence of a number of
variables, the most important of which are the influence of political

parties and forces, especially those related to the intellectual and cultural




influence that frame his point of view and his behavior towards

everything related to power. . Hence, this study aims to shed light on

the impact of political culture on democratic transition in lraq after 2003

among a sample of university youth in Karbala governorate.




