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Abstract

Youth economic empowerment is a multifaceted and interconnected issue. It has a
constitutional and legal basis in national legislation, international agreements, and
resolutions. It also aims to improve the economic situation of an important and
influential segment of Iraqi society, which has been marginalized and excluded, as well
as bearing the consequences and effects of wars, internal conflicts, administrative and
financial corruption, and partisan quotas. Furthermore, there are no legal definitions
that clarify the concept of youth and determine the age group of those who benefit
from the legislative privileges approved by the legislative authority, in a manner that
prevents the administration from imposing age restrictions in violation of the law.
These challenges, among others, hinder their economic empowerment, which has
placed a heavy burden on the economic reality of youth, resulting in widespread
unemployment and poverty among young people, unequal opportunities, and
deprivation of the most basic economic rights guaranteed by law, such as the right to
work, access to financial loans, vocational training, and the provision of social
protection, etc. Since the economic empowerment of youth is a right guaranteed by
law, this requires the competent administration to take action to implement legal
policies and programs that achieve economic prosperity for them, by providing them
with job opportunities, employing them, improving their economic reality, and working
to develop these legal programs for the administration by providing funds and a
suitable environment for them. Therefore, we called them legal means for the
economic empowerment of youth, as these means are classified into two types: the
first is legal means of a financial nature, and the second is legal means of an
organizational and procedural nature. The effectiveness of some of these means in
supporting youth has been proven, while the effectiveness of others is ineffective.

There are a number of means practiced by the administration to support youth that
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may cause more harm to the administration and youth than their benefits and desired
goals, as they encourage the aforementioned group to dependency and increase
disguised unemployment, in addition to the fact that they constitute a large financial
burden on the state’s financial laws (the general budget law). The implementation of
these legal means and mechanisms requires concerted efforts and work from all
federal authorities, starting with the legislative authority and its exercise of its
legislative and oversight role, passing through the executive authority, starting from its
pyramid. (The Council of Ministers), the ministries and the relevant administrative
bodies, all the way to the local governments of the governorates, and their legal role in
implementing and supervising these mechanisms, in addition to their special means,
and all the aforementioned activities and works implemented by the administration
must be coupled with effective and wise oversight by all the relevant oversight bodies,
starting with the oversight of the administration itself and reaching the oversight of the
judiciary, to ensure the administration’s compliance with the law and its non-
arbitrariness and deviation from achieving the desired goals, in a way that guarantees
the administration’s means reach the youth in a fair manner that is capable of

developing their economic conditions .
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